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to understand why the language which is applicable to any one term of the series may not be used to any of the others. We think fit to call different kinds of matter carbon, oxygen, hydrogen, and nitrogen, and to speak of the various powers and activities of these substances as the properties of the matter of which they are composed. When hydrogen and oxygen are mixed in a certain proportion, and the electric spark is passed through them, they disappear, and a quantity of water, equal in weight to the sum of their weights, appears in their place. There is not the slightest parity between the passive and active powers of the water and those of the oxygen and hydrogen which have given rise to it. ... Nevertheless, we do not hesitate to believe that, in some way or another, the properties of the water result from the properties of the component elements of the water. We do not assume that a something called aquosity entered into and took possession of the oxide of hydrogen as soon as it was formed, and then guided the aqueous particles to their places in the facets of the crystal, or amongst the leaflets of the hoar-frost. . . . Does anybody quite comprehend the modus oper-andi of an electric spark, which traverses a mixture of oxygen and hydrogen ? What justification is there, then, for the assumption of the existence in the living matter of a something which has no